Astronomy  /  Earth and Planetary Sciences C12 – The Planets

Section 107
Thursday, 1:10-2:00,  Evans 264
GSI:  

Daniel Perley

E-mail:

dperley@astro.berkeley.edu

Office: 

Campbell 715

Office hours:
Tuesday/Thursday, 2:00-3:00 (after class)
AIM:

AstroRaccoon

The Purpose of Section

In this class, we devote two and a half hours a week to lecture, so I won't be giving additional lectures here in section.  Instead, we'll focus on the kinds of things that cannot be done in a huge lecture hall – in particular, group exercises, class discussions, and hands-on demonstrations to reinforce what you learn in lecture.  These will generally be guided by worksheets that I will pass out near the beginning of each class.  

[image: image1.png]ANYWAY, WY D0 IFTT'S YO OF STEPHAN OR ] | L GUESS THEY'RE TRYNG 10 | |...BuT INSTEAD ) T WS GONG
[SOMEBODY 1'% OKAY WITH 1T, Y JTEACH ME THE VALUE OF iTS BED A
BUT OTHERWISE L ALWAYS END | | TEARWORK OR SOMETHING, BIT..| | LINGERING
UP HAVING O DO ALL THE.
WORK MYSELF._

www.ozyandmilie.org ©2000 David C. Simpson



Worksheets will not be graded or even collected.  So don't worry about writing down all the "right" answers – instead, discuss the questions with your partners and decide on an answer as a group.  When you're finished, we may go over the worksheets as a class, or instead I may come around to each group and ask you to explain your solutions.
Homework
[image: image2.png]PROPUCTVITY
UR | 1S FLEETING, ILLUSORY
2 | INTHE END, WERE DUST.

“Ozy and Millie” www.ozyandmillie.org ©2005 David Craig Simpson



Homework counts for a very large fraction of your grade in this course (50%), and late work will not be accepted – so for your own sake, be thorough, and turn in all assignments on time!  If you need extra help with any assignment, please feel free to send me an e-mail or come to my office hours.  You can also discuss the problems with your fellow students, as long as you work out the solutions to your problems individually – you may not, for example, help a friend answer a homework problem and then copy the result. 

Feel free to ask questions about the homework at the start of section, before we begin our activity – I'm happy to give generic hints and clarifications about questions.  If you need more detailed help, please e-mail me or come to office hours.  I will also be on IM on some Thursday evenings, but don't rely on this!
Observational Project

You are required to complete two observational projects this semester.  The first of these is to record sketches of three celestial objects through a telescope – we hold star parties every clear Tuesday or Thursday night at 8 PM on top of Campbell Hall to help you with this.  The second project involves recording the apparent motions of Mars and Saturn in the evening sky.  It is important that you get started on this project as soon as possible so you have a complete set of observations to report.  If you do not start within the next few weeks you will not have enough observations to complete the project.  Feel free to ask me anytime if you need help with this project (in particular, for locating the planets in the sky); coming to a star party during the next week or two would be a great way to start.
Final Notes
We'll cover an immense breadth of material in this course, including elements from subjects as diverse as astronomy, geology, and biology; and will touch on many of the most profound questions of all time, including our origins and to some extent our destiny.  Enjoy the ride!
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